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This report compiles publicly available data on Puerto Ricans living with disabilities in the state of
Connecticut. The report compares this data with the same data for Latino/as and the Total Population of
people living with disabilities in Connecticut.

OVERVIEW

U.S. Census data does not provide a numbers of persons with disabilities. Based on our analysis, however, we
estimate that in 2021, 19% of Puerto Ricans lived with a disability compared to 14% of Latino/as and 13%
of the Total population of Connecticut.

Puerto Ricans were more likely than Latino/as and the Total population to have a disability.

As Figure 1 suggests, cognitive difficulty (10%), followed by independent living and ambulatory difficulty
were among the highest types of disabilities reported among Puerto Ricans in the state of Connecticut.

Almost twice as many Puerto Ricans (10%) lived with a cognitive disability compared to Latino/as (6%) and

the Total population (5%).

Figure 1. Puerto Ricans with Disabilities, Compared to Latinos and Total Population
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DisaBiLiTies AND POVERTY

About 18% percent of Puerto Ricans who live in poverty reported experiencing some type of independent
living difficulty compared to 11% of Latino/as and 13% of the Total population.

Puerto Ricans living with ambulatory and cognitive disabilities reported were more likely to live in poverty in

2021.
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DisaBiLities AND HousiNG StaTus

Puerto Ricans living with disabilities were more likely to live in rental units.

Puerto Ricans living with Cognitive, Independent living, and ambulatory difhculties were twice as likely to
rent than own their own homes.

Figure 3a. Housing Status and Percentage of Figure 3b. Housing Status and Percentage of Figure 3c. Housing Status and Percentage
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DisaBiLiTiES AND LANGUAGE

‘The majority of Puerto Ricans living with a
disability in 2021 were more likely to speak
English less than very well.

Puerto Ricans are twice as likely as Latino/as and
the Total Population to speak English less than
very well.
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Among Latinos with Disabilities

DisaBiLITIES AND BROADBAND ACCESS

Overall, Puerto Ricans, Latinos and the Total
Population with disabilities are less likely to have
broadband internet access.

Puerto Ricans living with disabilities are less likely
than Latino/as and the Total Population to have
broadband internet access.

Figure 6b. Access to Broadband Among Latinos with Disabilities in 2021
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Figure 4. Command of English Language Among Puerto Ricans with Disabilities in
2021
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Figure 5c. Command of English Language Among Total Population with Disabilities in
2021
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Figure 6a. Access to Broadband Among Puerto Ricans with Disabilities in 2021
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Figure 6¢. Access to Broadband Among Total Population with Disabilities in 2021
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WHERE DID WE GET THIS INFORMATION FROM?

The data for this report was gathered from annual American Community Survey (ACS) conducted by the
U.S. Census Bureau.

How TO CITE THIS BRIEF

2024. Volodymyr Gupan and Venator-Santiago, Charles R. Puerto Ricans with Disabilities in the State of
Connecticut. Storrs, Connecticut: University of Connecticut, Puerto Rican Studies Initiative.

The Puerto Rican Studies Initiative for Community Engagement and El Instituto: Institute of Latina/o,

Public Policy (PRSI) is a research initiative that can help document Caribbean and Latin American Studies
and support the Puerto Ricans’ vital economic, intellectual, and College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
cultural contributions to Connecticut and provide research-based University of Connecticut

support for the development of public policies addressing the needs Ryan Building

of Puerto Ricans in the State of Connecticut. 2nd floor 2006 Hillside Road, Unit 1161

Storrs, Connecticut 06269-1161
This initiative is part of a collaboration between El Instituto (CLAS,
UConn Storrs), the Puerto Rican and Latin@ Studies Project

(School of Social Work, UConn Hartford), and the Hispanic Health

Council.

U E U N N For more information, please visit our website:

hteps://puerto-rican-studies-initiative.clas.uconn.edu/
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