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PUERTO RICAN AND LATIN AMERICAN MIGRATION 
TO CONNECTICUT, 2010-2021

About this report
This report shows the migration trends of Puerto Rican, Hispanic/Latino and Latin American immigrants to 
the state of Connecticut between 2006 and 2021. We note that there has been an increase of South American 
immigrants and a slowing down of Puerto Rican migrants to the state of Connecticut.

Population counts in the state of Connecticut 
Puerto Rican population increased from 7.4% in 2010 to 8% in 2021. Other Hispanic or Latino population 
increased from 4.5% in 2010 to 11.3% in 2021. The South American population increased from 2.1% in 
2010 to 2.9% in 2021.

Source: American Community Survey (Table S0201). Own elaboration.

Table 1: Puerto Rican, Latin American Populations in Connecticut, 2010-2021
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Trends in puerto rican migrant and latin american immigrant 
population growth in connecticut

Caribbean migration to the state of connecticut, 2010-2021

Latin american immigration to connecticut, 2010-2021

The population of Puerto Ricans has 
remained around 300,000, while the 
South American population and that 
of other regions has increased steadily. 
The population from South America 
increased from 74,964 in 2010 to 
105,846 in 2021 and the population 
from other regions in Latin America 
increased from 160,406 in 2010 to 
408,557 in 2021.  

Source: American Community Survey (Table S0201). Own 
elaboration.

The largest proportion of Caribbean 
population comes from Puerto Rico 
(85,908 in 2006 and 93,883 in 2021). 
However, the migrant population from 
Puerto Rico begun to decrease since 
2018, while immigrant populations from 
the Dominican Republic and Cuba are 
growing.

The foreign-born Latin American 
population, which includes both 
naturalized citizens and non-U.S. 
citizen immigrants, increased by 
23.26% or from 205,127 in 2010 
to 252,841 in 2021. The population 
South American population increased 
by 13.26% or from 76,867 in 2010 
to 87,061 in 2021. Caribbean 
immigration also increased from 74,454 
in 2010 to 103,194 in 2021. However, 
available data suggests that Central 
American immigration has not changed.

Source: American Community Survey (Table S0201). Own 
elaboration.

Figure 1: Population Growth Trends, 2010-2021

Figure 3: Puerto Rican Migrant and Caribbean 
Immigrant Population, 2010-2021

Figure 2: Trends in Foreign-Born Latin American 
Immigration to the State of Connecticut, 2010-2021

Source: American Community Survey (IPUMS USA). Own elaboration.
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Puerto rican migration and latin american immigration to the 
state of connecticut 

The number of Latin Americans migrants who are naturalized U.S. citizens (blue line) increased between 
2010 and 2021, while the number of foreign-born immigrants who are not U.S. citizens (red line) has 
remained stable.

Figure 4: Trends in Puerto Rican and Latin American Migration By Citizenship Status

Source: American Community Survey (IPUMS USA). Own elaboration.

Mexican and central american immigration to connecticut

Mexican immigration grew between 2006 
from 20,215 to 24,075 in 2021. The largest 
Central American migration arrived from 
Guatemala (13,571 in 2006 and 20,680 in 
2021). The immigrant population from El 
Salvador, Nicaragua, and Panama was lower 
than 10,000 people but demonstrates a 
growth trend since 2019.

Figure 5: Mexican and Central American Immigration to 
Connecticut, 2010-2021

Source: American Community Survey (IPUMS USA). Own elaboration.



The Puerto Rican Studies Initiative for Community Engagement and 
Public Policy (PRSI) is a research initiative that can help document 
and support the Puerto Ricans’ vital economic, intellectual, and 
cultural contributions to Connecticut and provide research-based 
support for the development of public policies addressing the needs 
of Puerto Ricans in the State of Connecticut. 

This initiative is part of a collaboration between El Instituto (CLAS, 
UConn Storrs), the Puerto Rican and Latin@ Studies Project 
(School of Social Work, UConn Hartford), and the Hispanic Health 
Council.

El Instituto: Institute of Latina/o, 
Caribbean and Latin American Studies
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
University of Connecticut
Ryan Building
2nd floor 2006 Hillside Road, Unit 1161
Storrs, Connecticut 06269-1161

For more information, please visit our website:
https://puerto-rican-studies-initiative.clas.uconn.edu/

Where did we get this information from?
We use macrodata and microdata from the American Community Survey for the period 2006-2021. First, we 
use macrodata estimated by the U.S. Census Bureau to analyze the general dynamics of the Puerto Rican and 
Hispanic/Latino population and the Latin American population born outside the United States. Second, we 
use microdata harmonized by IPUMS USA to estimate the Puerto Rican and Latin American immigration 
statistics per country in the state of Connecticut.

About our funding
The Puerto Rican Studies Initiative is funded by an American Rescue Plan Act grant awarded by the 
Connecticut General Assembly.

South american immigration to connecticut

The largest proportion of the South 
American immigrant population is 
primarily traveling from Ecuador 
(13,141 in 2006 and 18,880 in 2021), 
Brazil (18,649 in 2006 and 22,378 
in 2021), Colombia (17,062 in 
2006 and 22,507 in 2021), and Peru 
(10,054 in 2006 and 11,349 in 2021). 
Immigration from other countries show 
a decreasing trend since 2019.

Source: American Community Survey (IPUMS USA). Own 
elaboration.

Figure 6: South American Immigration to Connecticut, 
2010-2021

https://puerto-rican-studies-initiative.clas.uconn.edu/


