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ABOUT THIS REPORT

The objective of this report is to show the trends of the labor force, which includes both employed and
unemployed workers, and the employment profile of the Puerto Rican, Hispanic/Latino, and Latin American
immigrant population in the state of Connecticut. Data used in this report is limited to “foreign” birthplace,
that is Puerto Ricans born in Puerto Rico and Latin American immigrants born in Latin America.

[LABOR FORCE AND EMPLOYMENT PROFILE OF PUERTO RICAN AND LATIN
AMERICAN IMMIGRANTS IN CONNECTICUT

In the period 2000-2021, Puerto Rican migration increased by 16.2% compared with 156% from other
Caribbean countries, 64% from Central America, and 203% from South America. The labor force and
employment decreased for migrants from Puerto Rico and South America, while the labor force and
employment increased for immigrants from other Caribbean countries and Central America.

Table 1: Labor force and employment profile of the Latin American Immigrants in Connecticut

2000 2003 2005 2008 2010 2013 2015 2017 2019 2020 2021

Immigrants (Thousands)

Puerto Rican 80.7 712 775 80.2 969 851 965 984 1024 965 93.9
Caribbean without Puerto Rico 164 149 16.2 124 175 226 296 262 331 285 421
Central America 384 342 424 534 528 665 595 653 533 587 63.2
South Ametica 283 555 628 671 746 735 802 856 1022 87.6 86.1

Labor force (% immigtants)

Puerto Rican 513 491 536 518 459 494 523 447 495 529 484
Caribbean without Puerto Rico 642 726 691 643 737 700 G644 548 632 638 647
Central America 697 778 767 751 746 821 718 703 717 710 707
South America 874 666 687 740 780 709 760 734 739 705 750

Employment (% immigrants)

Puerto Rican 486 397 478 468 388 425 442 393 430 481 432
Caribbean without Puerto Rico 50.6 581 573 551 654 639 587 484 585 583 613
Central America 569 737 69.9 688 653 760 665 667 669 686 656
South America 874 607 653  69.6 690 676 697 69.0 700 641 725

Self-employment (%o immigrants)

Puerto Rican 1.5 21 34 29 25 22 29 28 24 32 38
Caribbean without Puerto Rico 00 44 76 49 58 66 30 38 36 65 118
Central America 00 29 59 107 88 110 104 84 102 88 72
South America 109 81 103 97 159 142 157 153 123 167 123

Source: American Community Survey (IPUMS USA). Own elaboration.
Notes: The labor force corresponds to the sum of employed and unemployed persons. Self-employment corresponds to employment where people work for themselves in a
variety of trades, professions, and occupations rather than working for an employer.



TRENDS IN LABOR FORCE GROWTH OF PUERTO RICAN MIGRANTS AND

LATIN AMERICAN IMMIGRANTS
Figure 1: Trends in Labor Force Growth of Puerto Rican
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EMPLOYMENT TRENDS OF PUERTO RICAN MIGRANTS AND LATIN AMERICAN

IMMIGRANTS
Figure 2: Employment Trends of Puerto Rican Migrants
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TRENDS IN SELF-EMPLOYMENT OF PUERTO RICAN MIGRANTS AND LATIN

AMERICAN IMMIGRANTS Figure 3: Trends in Self-Employment of Puerto Rican
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EMPLOYMENT TRENDS OF PUERTO RICAN MIGRANTS AND LATIN AMERICAN
IMMIGRANTS BY INDUSTRY

The largest proportion of Puerto Rican migrants is employed in Public Administration, Retail Trade,
Manufacturing, and Educational-Health-Social Services. However, Puerto Rican migrants employed in Public
Administration and Manufacturing show a decreasing trend since 2000.

Figure 4: Employment Trends of Puerto Rican Migrants and Latin American Immigrants by Industry,
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Source: American Community Survey (IPUMS USA). Own elaboration.

EMPLOYMENT TRENDS OF PUERTO RicAN MIGRANTS AND LATIN
AMERICAN IMMIGRANTS BY OCCUPATION

The largest proportion of Puerto Rican migrants was employed as janitors and building cleaners, but this
activity has been occupied mainly by immigrants from South America since 2014.




Figure 5: Employment trends of Puerto Rican Migrants and Latin American Immigrants by Occupation,
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WHERE DID WE GET THIS INFORMATION FROM?

We use macrodata and microdata from the American Community Survey for the period 2006-2021. First, we
use macrodata estimated by the U.S. Census Bureau to analyze the general dynamics of the Puerto Rican and
Hispanic/Latino population and the Latin American population born outside the United States. Second, we
use microdata harmonized by IPUMS USA to estimate the Puerto Rican and Latin American immigration

statistics per country in the state of Connecticut.

ABOUT OUR FUNDING

The Puerto Rican Studies Initiative is funded by an American Rescue Plan Act grant awarded by the

Connecticut General Assembly.

The Puerto Rican Studies Initiative for Community Engagement and
Public Policy (PRSI) is a research initiative that can help document

and support the Puerto Ricans’ vital economic, intellectual, and

cultural contributions to Connecticut and provide research-based
support for the development of public policies addressing the needs

of Puerto Ricans in the State of Connecticut.

This initiative is part of a collaboration between El Instituto (CLAS,

UConn Storrs), the Puerto Rican and Latin@ Studies Project

(School of Social Work, UConn Hartford), and the Hispanic Health

Council.
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Ryan Building

2nd floor 2006 Hillside Road, Unit 1161
Storrs, Connecticut 06269-1161

For more information, please visit our website:
hteps://puerto-rican-studies-initiative.clas.uconn.edu/
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